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but we al so expect to have those needs nmet by client contracts,
by understandi ngs between the state and the | ocal providers that
we will, in fact, make sonme changes in the systemtotry and
correct some problens. But instead, because the language was
taken out of the appropriations bill, the message we 9% sending
is, yes, we had a problem;no, we don't want to do much about it
right now, and please send us the money. And that's not a
nmessage t hat | feel very confortable"with. Andsol have very
mixed feelings. | do not want to see these famil ies and these
i ndi vi dual s dropped of f of services. | am very concerned about
that. On the other hand, | amnot too happy \jth the way in
which this issue has peen responded to, particularly by the
regions of this state, who | believe could have been nore
forthcoming in trying to work with me and work with Senator
Warner and the Appropriations Committee gnd others involved in
this, to try and find a way through this sgowe could go back to
the taxpayers of this state, to the citizens of this state and
say, yes, we'vehad a problem; short term we' re findi ng a vay to

deal with that problem longtermwe' re going to | ook for ‘gome
solutions that will, hopefully, not |ead us down this path
again. All 1 was asking for, all wewere asking for is

individual client service contracts, so that every client out
there, we would know who js to be served, whatthey were to

receive in services, how nuch it would cost, everybody ould
know the situation and it would be clear. gyt all we did in the

amendment that was adopted was wipe that out, gutside of new
clients being added on. And for existing clients there wil | not
be such client contracts. And, in fact, we' Il again just

basicall y send the noney back to the regions.
serious problemin Lancast)e/r County in L(]\la. Tha't\IO\;gvf g/bel Z?nve ias

acute. The ot her prObl enms in the rest of the areas are bad’ but
the problemin Lincoln and Lancaster County is worse of all. In
fact, it's...

PRESI DENT NI CHOL PRESI DI NG
PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...it"s bordering on a crisis yet again. gyen
with the noney we' re talking about pere, | wonder how we're
going to pull through. And, so I guess |'mnot standing up one
way or another at this point, because I'm struggling with it

still, trying to feel ny way through. AndIi'm anxious to hear
the floor debate, because | see these two countervailing
concerns. Yes, we want to meet the needs of the nentally
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